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Water shortages are nothing new in the Dominican Republic but have recently worsened. Several
regions have been forced to impose water-rationing measures, and the solutions proposed to date
appear to be inadequate (NotiCen, July 23, 2015).
Last May, the local press reported that the country was facing one of the worst droughts it has
suffered in the past two decades. This has a hugely detrimental impact on forests as well as the
agriculture and farming industries. The Instituto Nacional de Recursos Hídricos (INDRHI) says the
water levels in the rivers that feed into the dams from which the country draws its water supply
have fallen by 50%, which has affected more than 800 neighborhoods. The problem has become so
severe that the authorities have been forced to ration water resources.
The farming industry has been severely affected by the drought. Milk and meat producers in
the municipality of Sousa, in Puerto Plata, as well as the municipalities of Montecristi, Santiago
Rodríguez, and Dajabón have highlighted the extent of the problem.
The country’s dams have reached record-low water levels, and it is estimated that nine of the
11 dams in the Dominican Republic are currently operating below their minimum levels. The
authorities have estimated that the potable-water supply in the country’s capital city, Santo
Domingo, has fallen by 100 million gallons. The local press has reported that, to tackle the problem,
the Corporación del Acueducto y Alcantarillado de Santo Domingo (CAASD) is using 72 tanker
trucks to distribute water to the worst affected neighborhoods.
Olgo Fernández, executive director of the INDRHI, said that specific measures have been taken such
as establishing specific days and times for human consumption and irrigation in the provinces of
Azua and Barahona.
Since last May, the government adopted a contingency plan that includes creating the Santo
Domingo Water Fund, which seeks to protect the country’s main river basins. This project, which
includes the participation of public and private entities, including the Ministerio de Medio
Ambiente y Recursos Naturales, will cost US$400,000, provided by the Inter-American Development
Bank (IDB) as well as a number of private companies.
Other affected areas are the neighborhoods of San Antón, San Miguel, and Nicolás de Bari, in Santo
Domingo’s colonial quarter, which have blamed a shopping mall in the area.

Long-standing unresolved problem
Although the government has taken steps to tackle the country’s water shortage following a number
of recent media reports highlighting the problem, for years, local communities and businesses have
spoken out about the urgent need to find a solution.
A 2014 report published by the Observatorio Político Dominicano (OPD) says that the country has
abundant water resources, and shortages occur because it is distributed territorially and seasonally.
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For example, the study says that, in Greater Santo Domingo, up to 81% of the population doesn’t
have access to sewage-disposal systems, and the existing networks are in a state of disrepair.
The report states that, although the country has eight institutions that deal with water distribution at
a national level, there are problems in institutional management, which means there is not a single
regulator that can coherently coordinate sectoral infrastructure policies, tariffs, and charges, as well
as the relationship between users and distributors.
A study titled "What’s going on with the water?" authored by Fanny Vargas, found that the country
has six catchment areas with 97 primary river basins and 556 secondary river basins, which produce
19.4 million cubic meters of water. This year, the country needs 9,863 cubic meters, mostly for
agriculture and farming.
In percentage terms, this volume of water is divided as follows: 34% for irrigation, 12% for farming
activities, 9% for domestic use, 7% for industrial use, and 1% for tourism. And, although it is often
said that the Dominican Republic is rich in water resources, when the available supply is compared
to the demand, this purported abundance appears to be relative.
Until 2010, the shortage levels reached 47%, which is high. By 2025, this percentage is expected to
increase to 53%. However, in some regions, the situation is even more critical: in Yaque del Norte it
reaches 96%, 79% in Yaque del Sur, and 56% in Yuna. In regions such as Ozama-Nizao it is less than
32%, whereas in the Atlantic region it is 13% and 18% in the Eastern region.
The study also highlights problems such as the lack of financial sustainability of the available
subsidies. Added to this, the appalling condition of the available infrastructure generates huge
losses of this vital resource.
This is compounded because the average water consumption per capita in the Dominican Republic
is higher than the global average. The INDRHI says that, until 2011, Dominicans consumed an
average of 600 liters of water per person per day, which has recently decreased to an average of
400-510 liters, compared to the global average of 200 liters.
Urban development has also worsened the problem because the distribution system has not grown
at the same rate. The quality of the water supply is also very poor. The INDRHI says that, until
2012, 71% of the water samples taken from the country’s main river basins didn’t meet the required
quality standards when a bacteriological water analysis was carried out in different points of the
underground network, revealing that the water supply was unfit for human consumption.
Finally, the study showed that all these issues have been diagnosed by national and international
organizations but no steps have been taken to address them.

-- End --

©2011 The University of New Mexico,
Latin American & Iberian Institute
All rights reserved.

Page 2 of 2

